
April 2020 

Fresno County Genealogical Society                            PO Box 1429 Fresno, CA 93716 
fresnogenealogy.org                                                                infofcgs@gmail.com 

 Hello FCGS members and friends, 

Well Friends, what a difference a month makes! I’m 

writing this from my living room, which I’ve been in 

since March 18th. I hope you are all faring well 

during our social distancing and maybe keeping a 

little diary of your experience for future descendants.   

I hope for your sanity you are doing some fun things, 

like genealogy, to fill your time. This month’s issue we 

will try to point you to all the things that have 

cropped up out there that you can do for free from 

home.  

We will also be sending out an email about our 

meeting the 2nd week of April. Even though we can’t 

meet in person, Bob was gracious enough to put his 

talk together for us to send out to you. 

We still want to feature you, our members, in our 

coming issues. So if you have made a discovery, 

broken a brick wall or just found a neat new site to 

look at, please let us know! 

 infofcgs@gmail.com   

 

The Library is still closed for now through Apr 14th, 

but will probably extend longer. 
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Please Stay Smart,  

 Stay Safe  

and Stay Inside. 



 

 UPCOMING  

MEETINGS 

Meetings are held at  

 
   

Upcoming... 

Tue April  14th      

Researching New   

England Ancestors        

— Bob Givens  

Tue May 12th       

Court Records                

— Judy Harless  

Tue June 9th     

Finding Elusive Women 

in Your Family Tree      

— Jamie Mayhew  

Tue July 14th    

Census– Federal, State 

and Unusual  Your 

Family Tree                    

—Diane Manley  

Tue Aug  11th            

Ice Cream Social  
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 Now while we won’t meet in 

person, be watching your inbox the 

week we would have our meeting 

for our virtual talk. Sorry it won’t be 

a live on video teaching but it will 

be the slides and handout in some 

form. 

On the 400th anniversary of the landing of the Pilgrims let's 

take a look at New England research.  

Topics that will be covered are: 

 

•Understanding the history and geography of New England 

•Grasping the research challenges of this area 

•Finding out how to best research each modern state 

 NEW ENGLAND 

RESEARCH 
With Bob Givens 

American Ancestors is offering free access to some of their material. 

Free Access to Online Book Collections: 

To help people keep up their family history research from home, the 

NEHGS Library is providing free access to books on our Digital 

Collections website. These book collections, which are normally 

available only to American Ancestors and NEHGS members, include 

city directories, family history books, and local history books. Need an 

1824 directory of Baltimore? Vital records of Hampton, New 

Hampshire? Or maybe you'd like to plan for a post-social-distancing 

family gathering by reading about past reunions of other families. 

You'll find all of these and much more in these digital book collections.  

Con’td next page….  

Speaking of New England….  
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IMPORTANT: CENSUS DAY IS APRIL 1, 2020 

FCGS BOARD  

CONTACT   600-6230   OR 
INFOFCGS@GMAIL.COM  

 

President 

Myrna Ceccarelli 

 559-222-3166 

myrnaceccarelli@gmail.com 

1st Vice-President               

Corky Peterson 

2nd  Vice-President          

Carolyn Moser 

Recording Secretary    

Becki Watters 

Corresponding Secretary 

Donna Hadrian 

Treasurer                        

Donna Long 

Librarian  

Kathleen Coleman 

Membership                     

Jim &  Catherine Guild 

Have you filled out your census form yet?? 

There are 3 ways to do it, you only need to 

pick one! There are only 9 questions. 

 You can go online here: 

https://2020census.gov/en.html 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

You will need the blue postcard you received in the mail with 

a unique code for your household or if you don’t have that 

you can enter your address and fill out the form. It took me 5 

minutes, that’s all.   

You can also fill out the forms that were sent and mail them 

in.  It was the easiest thing.  

9 questions is all it is for you and everyone in your  

household.  Just remember, don’t be mean to your 

descendants and give yourself a middle name they’ve never 

heard of, or maybe…. 

Cont’d  from opposite page: 

If you have questions about the collections or stories of discoveries you have 

made in them, we'd like to hear from you. Please contact us at 

library@nehgs.org.  

City Directories:  Click Here  

Family History Books: Click Here  
 

Local History Books Click Here  
 

https://2020census.gov/en.html
http://digitalcollections.americanancestors.org/cdm/search/collection/p15869coll21?fbclid=IwAR2gyIIT1b4QCCrL_kiIYIo15YkAxCYeFW9HHHkeG7DiigMpSclBFtIP1p4
http://digitalcollections.americanancestors.org/cdm/search/collection/p15869coll27?fbclid=IwAR1WK1Z8ZU9zjTzLdixy6bWyZu2l0Rk9HovQjLAxkL8c03TMfbCm0oA86u8
http://digitalcollections.americanancestors.org/cdm/search/collection/p15869coll33?fbclid=IwAR1-LtjkPlktUXOJ0jy5G9F0jPxjhGJBSdyE365cqAKf9W-Kj0mW85paSNk


HERITAGE CENTER 

 

2420 Mariposa Street, Fresno 

2nd Floor—   559-600-6230 
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             Spotlight              

on  

            The Heritage 

Center 

  

  While the Heritage Center is currently 

closed. We’ll send out an email when we 

are back in business.  

 

In the meantime…. You can email us at the Heritage Center 

HeritageCenter@fresnolibrary.org if you would like us to look up    

something in a book  or newspaper that we have. You can see our     

holdings here: www.fresnolibrary.org/  

 

Also during this time Ancestry.com and Proquest are allowing at home  

access to Ancestry Library Edition.  (Through 4/30) To do this you will 

need a Fresno County Library Card. If you do not have one or aren’t sure 

you can call  600-READ 600-7323 M-F between 9-5 and get a new card.  

You’ll then go to : http://www.fresnolibrary.org/heritage/index.html 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

You can also go here and see the other online resources available through 

the Fresno County Public Library. 

https://sjvls.ent.sirsi.net/client/en_US/fhq
http://www.fresnolibrary.org/heritage/index.html
http://www.fresnolibrary.org/reference.html
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DNA- The Genetic Genealogist, Blaine Bettinger just updated his shared cM Project: 

you can find more here: https://thegeneticgenealogist.com/2020/03/27/version-4-0-

march-2020-update-to-the-shared-cm-project/ 

 

New York Genealogical & Biographical Society is offering FREE webinars see here. 

 

Free At-Home Education Resources From Ancestry® and Access to Nearly 500M 

National Archives Records 

 

MyHeritage in Color unlocked for unlimited use through Apr 22, 2020. This is part of 

the MyHeritage family and lets you colorize your old black and white photos. You can 

learn more about that here. 

Member, Zelda, sent us the Attached Ellis Island Search Tip handout, 

Genealogy Gems with Lisa Louise Cook https://lisalouisecooke.com/ 

 

Speaking of Lisa– I watched her New Google and Genealogy talk. Some pointers I 

picked up... 

 1. Be sure you have a search strategy going in. What are you wanting to find? It helps 

you not chase rabbits or in our case shirt-tale cousins. :) 

2. When using Google searching use operators to help your search. Some examples: 

 “Curtis Stone”  OR “Stone, Curtis”  - “Quotes” keep phrases together , OR lets 

Google know you’ll take results both ways.  (It’s important to keep in mind how the 

website maker would put the information in .)  

     “Lincoln”  -president –Abraham the minus sign lets Google know what you don’t 

want to see in your search results. 

  * Asterisk, looks for missing letters or words. If you put in in “Curtis * Stone” it will 

find Curtis Stone if he is shown with a middle initial or middle name.  

  Number search  1849-1900 it will narrow results to this year range. 

3. Analyze your results, does what Google found match what you know or are the dates 

off ? 

If you have found something online you’d like to share: classes or websites, please let us know!  

We want to help you with your genealogical searching!  

Around the web…   

https://thegeneticgenealogist.com/2020/03/27/version-4-0-march-2020-update-to-the-shared-cm-project/
https://thegeneticgenealogist.com/2020/03/27/version-4-0-march-2020-update-to-the-shared-cm-project/
https://www.newyorkfamilyhistory.org/blog/upcoming-free-webinars?utm_source=facebook.com&utm_medium=social&utm_campaign=organic+social&fbclid=IwAR1n5MdSmaK90Cz_QssVLZtSI5TBIKZFYW5shgaLPp9PjhjiL1pZImyQ9M0
https://blogs.ancestry.com/ancestry/2020/03/24/free-at-home-education-resources-from-ancestry-and-access-to-nearly-500m-national-archives-records/?fbclid=IwAR1d8xEwKuORO9XZCGTe2CjLMGOtT6qucWmWLVThCnkmBE_uo5DuVI_B1Qo
https://blogs.ancestry.com/ancestry/2020/03/24/free-at-home-education-resources-from-ancestry-and-access-to-nearly-500m-national-archives-records/?fbclid=IwAR1d8xEwKuORO9XZCGTe2CjLMGOtT6qucWmWLVThCnkmBE_uo5DuVI_B1Qo
https://blog.myheritage.com/2020/03/myheritage-in-color-is-now-free-and-unlimited-for-one-month/?utm_source=organic_facebook&utm_medium=social&utm_campaign=web&tr_funnel=web&tr_country=US&tr_creative=incolorunlocked&utm_content=incolorunlocked&fbclid=IwAR1
https://lisalouisecooke.com/


 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

  

MEMBERSHIP CORNER 
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Welcome,  Marisa Louie Lee: marisalouie@gmail.com 

Marisa is a new member with Fresno roots: she is hoping to find 
someone doing similar research. 

I am a descendant of Louie Hock Bow (known as "Fon Kee" to the 
larger community) (1858-1928) who was a merchant in Fresno        
Chinatown from the 1880s-1920s. He owned a store called Fong Kee 
Hop Chong at 931 G Street. His wife, an American-born Chinese 
woman known as Ng Shee or Ng Shue Hah, was born in Fresno in 
1887 to Ng Hing Hock and Chan Shee. She died in 1927 in Fresno. I 
believe that descendants of her younger  brother, Ng Dick Quong (or 
Richard Quong, b. 1896) may still live in the Fresno area, though my 
extended family has long lost touch with them. 

My great-aunts Minnie Louie (1904-1932) and Jeanette Louie (1912-
1930) were both participants in the Raisin Day parade in the 1920s. I 
have some newspaper articles about their participation but would love 
to find if there are archives or publications about the parade. Both 
Minnie and Jeanette died tragically and very young - Jeanette's death 
was the subject of local news in Fresno in 1930 - and I would like to 
learn more about them.  

Joshua Ragsdale (1852-1924) is also a person of interest in my family      
history research. He was a policeman in Chinatown and was              
interviewed on behalf of my family when they traveled between the 
United States and China in the 1920s, during the Chinese Exclusion 
period. Any information about him would be appreciated, as it seems 
he knew our family well. 

I also specialize in working with federal records at the National       
Archives at San Francisco, having worked there as an archivist from 
2009-2014. I have been out of touch with my personal genealogy     
research for some time, especially for my Fresno family, but some 
recent discoveries have compelled me to get back into it. I'm happy to 
be a resource for FCGS members if folks have questions about Asian 
American genealogy or federal records.  If you’d like to learn more 
about her : Here's an article about me from a few years ago.  

C
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 Craig & Becki Watters:  rapunzel51@comcast.net 

 are researching: 

N.C.: Ray, Reynolds, Swain, Willits, White, Dew and Leonard  

S.C.: Martin, Bryant, Smith, Wise.   

Iowa: Ytzen, wenson and Nelson and Ott  

PA: Watters, Durstine, Gaul, Gochenour, Wisegarver, Weiner, Caskey, 
Crise, Burkholder  

Other: Rawn and Bedsted  

Pre 1750: Nantucket, Long Island, Cape May New Jersey and Virginia.  

http://www.discovernikkei.org/en/journal/2017/7/17/finding-aa-family-histories/
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SO… WHAT’S YOUR STORY?  

 Since we are talking New England this month, we thought it 

would be fun to introduce you to one of our newer 

members Catherine Furtado. Catherine is also 

a new member of the General Society of Mayflower 

Descendants, a society which was originally created in 

1897.  In 1620, a brave group of 102 men, woman and 

children sailed the Atlantic searching for a life of religious 

and civil freedom.  There are tens -of-millions of 

individuals descended from the original 102.  

 

Catherine is a descendant of John Tilley, her 10th great 

grandfather on her mother's side.   After considerable 

ancestry research, Catherine learned John Tilley was a 

Mayflower Pilgrim and, therefore, she was eligible for 

membership in the Society.  To apply, she visited the Society's 

website, completed and submitted a Preliminary Review 

Form and, subsequently, was put in touch with a genealogy expert 

who assisted her with further researching her 

family's Mayflower lineage. This process took over a year 

and Catherine is now an official member of not only the General 

Society of Mayflower Descendants but also the Society of 

Mayflower Descendants in the State of California, specifically the 

San Joaquin Valley Colony. 

 

As stated on the Mayflower Society's 

website (www.themayflowersociety.org), all of 

the passengers are grouped under 26 families 

with a specific head of that 

family.  Qualifications for membership consist 

in descent from one or more of the passengers 

on the Mayflower, on the voyage which 

terminated at Plymouth, New England, in 

December 1620.  Every claim of descent and every 

lineage paper must start from one of the 29 names 

listed on the website as being a head of a Mayflower 

family, and no others are accepted.  So, check out 

their website, you might be surprised to learn that you too could 

be a member of the General Society of Mayflower Descendants! 

Thanks Carolyn & Catherine for the write up! 

 

Are you a Mayflower  

Descendant? Let us 

know! We’ll mention you 

next month with your 

Mayflower  ancestor! 

Let’s make some         

connections. 

By William Halsall - Pilgrim Hall Museum, 

Public Domain, https://

commons.wikimedia.org/w/index.php?

curid=308115 

http://www.themayflowersociety.org/


THINKING OF GETTING 

A FLIP PAL? USE THIS 

LINK   

https://flip-pal.com/r/FCGS/ 

Remember us when shopping 

with AMAZON use                  

AmazonSmile and choose 

Fresno County Genealogical 

Society. 

Thanks! 

  

Fresno County  
Genealogical Society 

PO Box 1429 
Fresno, CA 93716 

 
Phone: 559-600-6230 

 
E-mail:      

 infofcgs@gmail.com 
 

fresnogenealogy.org 

https://flip-pal.com/r/FCGS/
fresnogenealogy.org

